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CONSTITUTION

of the 

OLDS FORGE FLYERS
ARTICLE I

NAME

The name of this organization shall be the "Olds Forge Flyers, Inc.", a Michigan not-for-profit corporation hereinafter referred to as the Club.

ARTICLE II

OBJECTIVE

The objective of this flying Club is to stimulate an interest in aviation, to provide its membership an opportunity to engage in flying at a reasonable cost to the members, and to encourage and promote general aviation.

ARTICLE III

FISCAL YEAR

The fiscal year shall extend from January 1 through December 31.

ARTICLE IV

BY-LAWS and OTHER REGULATIONS

By-laws and other regulations deemed necessary by the membership shall be adopted and have the same force and effect as if published as a part of the Constitution.

ARTICLE V

MEMBERSHIP

All Active members shall have equal interest, privileges, and obligations.

ARTICLE VI

OFFICERS and BOARD of DIRECTORS

Section 1.  The Officers for the Club shall be a President, Vice-President, Secretary and Treasurer.

Section 2.  Officers of the Club shall be elected by a majority closed ballot vote of active members present at the annual meeting of the Club for a term of one (1) year.  The annual membership meeting shall be held during the twelfth (12th) month of the fiscal year.  Candidates shall be nominated by notifying the Vice-President or nominated from the floor.
Section 3.  The Board of Directors shall be comprised of the Officers, and seven (7) Active members elected to the Board of Directors by a plurality closed ballot vote of the active members.  Two (2) Board Members shall be elected for two (2) year terms, and five (5) Board Members shall be elected for one (1) year terms.  The Board of directors, hereinafter referred to as the Board, shall have full authority to act in any or all matters concerning the Club, except as specifically provided otherwise by the Constitution, By-laws and Operating Regulations of the Club.

Section 4.  A majority written vote of Active members shall be required to impeach an Officer or Board Member of the Club, and such action shall be presided over by a member chosen by the Club who is not an Officer or Board member of the Club.

Section 5.  In the event of a vacancy on the Board, the remaining members shall appoint a temporary Board Member to fill the vacancy until the next regularly scheduled election.

ARTICLE VII

QUORUMS and MEETINGS
Section 1.  The quorum for all meetings at which Club business is to be conducted shall be at least three (3) members of the Board.

Section 2.  Regular membership meetings shall be held.  The frequency of membership meetings shall be determined by the Board of Directors, but shall be held at least quarterly.  Robert’s Rules of Order shall resolve questions as to conduct.

Section 3.  Upon written request of at least twenty-five percent (25%) of the active Club membership, the President shall be required to call a special membership meeting.

Section 4.  All members shall be notified, if possible, of the time, place and subject matter of the special membership meeting, and only that business for which the meeting is called shall be transacted.

Section 5.  Board meetings shall be called at the discretion of the Board, or at the discretion of the President, upon notification of sixty-six and two-thirds percent (66-2/3%) of all current members of the Board.

ARTICLE VIII

VOTING

Section 1.  Active and Associate members only shall be allowed to vote on any matter requiring a vote, and they shall be entitled to only one (1) such vote.

Section 2.  Proxy or absentee voting will not be allowed.

Section 3.  All Board matters shall require a majority vote of the Board members present to be passed except when otherwise provided for by the Constitution, By-laws or Operating Regulations of the Club.

ARTICLE IX

FINANCE

Initiation fees of prospective members shall be payable upon acceptance into the club, unless paid by installments.  Each member shall share monthly dues, in an amount to be determined by the Board.  The Board shall set rates to be charged for flying time. The Board has the authority to levy special assessments.
ARTICLE X

LIABILITY

Adequate and proper insurance shall be carried at all times.

ARTICLE XI

DISSOLUTION
Upon dissolution of the Club, five (5) members shall be designated to serve as Trustees by a majority written vote of the Active members.  The Trustees shall liquidate the assets thereof as soon as practicable and pay all existing debts and liabilities in proportion to the final available capital, including any money rightfully due to members as salaries in accordance with the regulations of the Club.  Any capital remaining in excess of the financial obligations of the Club shall be divided equally among the membership in good standing at the time the dissolution was initiated.

ARTICLE XII

AMENDMENTS
Section 1.  Amendments or changes to this Constitution may be effected only by a sixty-six and two-thirds percent (66-2/3%) favorable vote of the Active and Associate membership present at a regular or special meeting of the Club.
Section 2.  Any proposed amendment or change shall be voted upon at the next regular meeting following that at which the proposal is made and, in the event of favorable action, the amendment or change shall go into effect immediately unless otherwise specifically provided.

Section 3.  Notice of a vote to change the Constitution, By-laws, or Operating Regulations shall be given 30 days prior to any such vote.

Section 4.  Payment of monthly dues constitutes knowledge of, and agreement to abide by the provisions of the Constitution and amendments thereto.

BY-LAWS

of the 

OLDS FORGE FLYERS
ARTICLE I

MEMBERSHIP, CLASSIFICATION and PRIVILEGES
Section 1.  Membership shall be classified as Active, Trial, Associate, Inactive, Suspended, and Lifetime.
Section 2.  An ACTIVE member shall be considered as one who has been favorably voted on by the Membership Committee.  He/she shall be tendered all privileges and benefits within the power of the Club to bestow.

Section 3.  TRIAL membership shall be those who elect to join the Club under the limited investment plan with the following stipulations:

a. Initial fee of $100.00, with the balance of initiation fee due before solo with no money refundable.  There is a six-month limit to any trial membership.

b. Privileges to Club aircraft rates.

c. Dual flight instruction with Club flight instructor only.

d. Payment of monthly dues.

e. Aircraft rental fee due at end of each flight, payable to Club instructor.

f. Aircraft keys, membership card and voting privileges awarded on payment-in-full of all money due the Club.

g. Member is subject to all Club rules and regulations.

Section 4.  ASSOCIATE membership may be conferred on the immediate family members of a Club member when approved by Board action.  All privileges and obligations accorded any other member of the Club shall be extended to a member of this classification, including those of voting and use of Club equipment, provided the member upholds the criteria required for Active membership.  Also, see Article VI, Section 1 of the Club By-laws.

Section 5.  INACTIVE membership shall be conferred upon persons who involuntarily are prevented from utilizing Club equipment due to reasons of health or military service or by reason acceptable by the Board, not to exceed one year.  All privileges accorded any other member of the Club shall be extended to a member of this classification except those of voting and use of Club equipment.  He/she shall be readmitted to Active status only upon approval of the Board.  Normal dues are waived.

Section 6.  SUSPENDED member shall be considered as one who has been temporarily denied all the privileges of membership in the Club by action of the Board.  Normal dues and assessments of this member shall continue during the suspension period.  Also, see Article II, Section 4 of the Club By-laws.

Section 7.  LIFETIME membership may be conferred by unanimous vote of the Board or Club members upon Inactive and former members, or distinguished persons who have rendered outstanding service to the Club. All the privileges accorded any other member of the Club shall be extended to a member in this classification except the use of Club equipment and voting privileges.

ARTICLE II

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATIONS, and EXPULSIONS

Section 1.  Olds Forge Flyers, Inc. is committed to a policy of non-discrimination on the basis of religion, race, color, national origin, age, sex (gender), marital status, physical handicap or mental handicap, as provided by state and federal laws.  The Club practices equal opportunity in its membership and its programs.

Section 2.  The number of Active members shall be limited at the discretion of the Board, based on the amount of available equipment, and the average amount of time the equipment is in use so as to allow reasonable use to each Active member without undue restrictions.  Memberships are not transferable.

Section 3.  Applications shall be sent to the Membership Coordinator designated by the Board.  That person will review the application, obtain a credit report and confer with the Membership Committee of the club on the acceptability of the applicant.  If accepted, the applicant will become a member and receive membership privileges.  This process is to be done with reasonable expediency.

Section 4.  A member may be suspended by the action of four (4) Board members, including the President acting together. The President shall inform the member of the suspension. The issue resulting in the suspension shall be considered at the next Board meeting, at which time the member will have the opportunity to be present and speak.  A period of suspension shall be limited to forty-five (45) days, at the end of which time the Board shall be required to take further action or the member shall automatically be returned to active status.

Section 5. The Board may expel a member for cause.  Such action requires the approval of seventy percent (70%) of the Board members present.  Expulsion shall take place immediately upon such action.

ARTICLE III

FLYING REGULATIONS
Flying regulations, operating regulations, standard operating procedures, and any other regulations deemed necessary by the membership shall be adopted and have the same force and effect as if published as a part of these By-laws.

ARTICLE IV

DUTIES of OFFICERS and MEMBERS

Section 1.  It shall be the duty of all officers to conduct the activities of the Club in an efficient and business-like manner and to safeguard the interest of the Club at all times.

Section 2.  The President shall preside at the meetings of the Club; appoint all committees, acting as an ex-officio member thereon; and perform all other duties consistent with his/her office.

Section 3.  The Vice-President shall act as President in the absence of that official.  He/She shall have complete charge of all elections except for the replacing of Vice-President, in which case an officer chosen by the Board shall preside.  In the event of the absence of both the President and Vice-President at any regular or special meeting, a Chairman shall be chosen by the members present to preside at such a meeting.

Section 4.  The Secretary shall conduct all correspondence at the direction of the Club or its Officers;  record the minutes of the meeting;  make an accurate record of the proceedings; and perform all other duties that properly pertain to this office.

Section 5.  The Treasurer shall receive and disburse all Club funds and maintain a Club account in an approved depository.  He/She shall maintain an accurate record of financial activity to the Club;  prepare and mail monthly statements of dues and flying charges to all members;  make an annual and monthly report of the Club’s official transactions; maintain the membership rolls and status of the membership, and perform all other duties consistent with his/her office.

Section 6.  The Aircraft Maintenance Committee shall conduct or oversee all required maintenance activity being performed on Club aircraft and equipment.  They shall have the power to ground equipment at their discretion in the interest of the Club and safe operations.  They shall maintain aircraft and engine logbooks and other aircraft records.  The Aircraft Maintenance Committee shall consist of the plane captains. 

Section 7.  The duties of the Board of Directors shall be to act on all matters of policy;  to determine the initiation fees, monthly dues and flying charges;  to levy fines;  to act in a judicial capacity on violations of Club rules;  to protect the Club's interest and safeguard its welfare;  to submit its findings and recommendations to the meetings for approval.

Section 8.  The duties of the members should be to attend all meetings when possible; to conduct themselves in a proper and fitting manner; to uphold the dignity of the Club at meetings and on the flying field; to be alert and mindful of the Club's interests; to foster relationships with the general public and actively seek new members; to exercise due caution and safety in flying; to observe the normal rules of cleanliness and respect to Club equipment;  and to observe all Federal, State, Local, and Club aviation rules and regulations.

ARTICLE V

GENERAL FINANCES

Section 1.  All property, including aircraft and accessories, etc. purchased by the Club, purchased jointly by the Club members, or donated to the Club shall be owned outright in the name of the Club.

Section 2.  In the event of any damage to any equipment belonging to the Club, except where provided for elsewhere in the Club regulations, the following specific rules shall apply:

a. If any accident or incident is caused through violation of Federal, State, Local, or Club laws and regulations, the member at fault shall be responsible for the uninsured portion of the loss.  

b. Any member is liable to the Club for any damage to the aircraft resulting from his/her own carelessness or negligence up to the amount of the uninsured portion of the loss.  

c. The Board has the power to investigate accidents/incidents, and to exonerate or penalize one or more members of the Club for violation of good flying practices, and the power of expulsion, or to levy fines for unsafe operations.

Section 3. No member of the Club is authorized to make purchases or enter into any other transaction in the name of the Club, except by order of the Board.

Section 4. The Aircraft Maintenance Committee is the approving authority for any other repair or service work.

Section 5.  Any member of the Club finding it necessary to have any routine service work performed on the equipment of the Club, in an emergency or on a cross-country flight, may do so in his/her own name. The member may present a properly receipted bill for such service to the Board for review and approval, after which the member shall be reimbursed. 

Section 6.  Compensation:

a. Compensated positions  –  any changes in the level of compensation shall be recommended by the Board with final approval of the membership.

b. Special compensation  –  the Board may compensate members for any services rendered, in a reasonable amount commensurate with the services performed.

c. Any compensation granted to a member is to be used for flying time, has no cash value, is not transferable without Board approval, and expires 4 years after it is awarded or upon termination of club membership.  

Section 7.

a. All monies billed to members shall become due and payable on the 25th day of the month in which those charges are billed.  Payments made after this date shall be subject to a financial penalty as established by the Board.

b. Any member who is in arrears of any monies due the Club for any reason whatsoever on the first of the subsequent month, and who fails to make full payment at that time, shall be suspended until further action by the Board, and be denied the use of all Club equipment.

c. After thirty (30) days in this suspended status, or if the member has been in suspended status more than two times in the preceding year, the member may be declared by the Board as resigned.  All interest, rights, privileges and shares in the Club assets shall be considered forfeited.

d. A member using Club equipment while suspended shall be subject to immediate removal from the Club by a vote of the Board.  

Section 8.  All Club checks shall be signed by either the President, Treasurer, Vice-President, or Secretary.

ARTICLE VI

FEES

Section 1.  An Associate membership initiation fee of 50% of the prevailing regular membership initiation fee shall be charged each new Associate member at the time the application is submitted.

Section 2.  A past member, who resigned from the Club as a member in good standing, will be allowed to re-enter the Club for a fee of one-half of the initiation fee for new members current at the time of readmission, with Board approval.
Section 3.  Initiation fees or monthly dues are not refundable.

Section 4.  A minimum of two (2) hours of flying time shall be charged per 24 hours of airplane use.  Minimums not met will be billed at 50% of the rental rate for the unused portion.  No minimum charge will be made for a period for which a member presents evidence satisfactory to the Board that flying was prohibited during that period of inclement weather or by circumstances beyond the pilot's control.

ARTICLE VII

MEMBER OBLIGATIONS

Each member of this Club shall have read and shall have agreed in writing to observe and abide by all provisions of the Constitution, By-laws, Operating Regulations and Standard Operating Procedures of the Club.  Also, they should acquaint themselves, as thoroughly as possible, with local field rules of any and all airports where Club equipment is used, and with the Federal Aviation Regulations, and to observe them to the best of their ability before being finally accepted to active membership in the Club.

ARTICLE VIII

CHANGES and AMENDMENTS

Section 1.  Changes in, or amendments to, these By-laws may be effected only by a sixty-six and two-thirds percent (66-2/3%) favorable vote of the Active and Associate members present at a regular or special meeting of the Club.

Section 2.  Payment of monthly dues constitutes knowledge of, and agreement to abide by the provisions of the By-laws and amendments thereto.

OPERATING REGULATIONS
of the 

OLDS FORGE FLYERS
1. FLIGHT LIMITATIONS
a. Members of the Club shall observe all existing Federal, State, and Local laws, and Club rules.

a. The aircraft engines shall not be started without the "pilot-in-command" at the controls.

a. No member shall execute unusual maneuvers other than those required in flight tests for an airman certificate.

a. No one may act as "pilot-in-command" of Club aircraft except Active or Associate members of the Club, except where such member is receiving instruction.

a. Prior to the use of each club aircraft an orientation flight shall be flown with a Club Flight Instructor.

a. Primary flight instruction shall be given only by a Club Instructor.

a. Members may thereafter obtain instruction from any non-member instructor who has been approved by the Board.

a. The aircraft shall be operated only from those landing areas which are officially recognized as a public or private use airports.

a. The aircraft shall not be loaned nor rented to non-members.

a. Club instructors shall not give dual instruction to non-members except with Board approval; however, they may give "pinch hitter" instruction.

1. PILOT ELIGIBILITY
a. To act as “pilot-in-command” of a Club aircraft, a pilot must have logged a Flight Review or "check-ride" by a Certified Flight Instructor within the previous twelve (12) months.

a. Each Club Member is responsible for scheduling annual check-rides.  If expired, the annual check-ride needs to be scheduled through a Club Instructor. 

1. RESERVATIONS
a. All flying time shall be scheduled in advance of the proposed flight by calling the flight scheduling system.

a. The flight scheduling system shall be updated if the flight is cancelled or the aircraft is returned earlier than scheduled.

a. Any member more than 30 minutes late for his/her booking shall forfeit the remainder of his/her booking to any member desiring it.

a. Cross-country flights scheduled for seven (7) days or more must be approved by the Board.

a. A member may not have more than five (5) bookings scheduled at any one time, without prior Board approval.

a. It shall be the member's personal responsibility to notify a Plane Captain and the flight scheduling system of any circumstances which may prevent return of Club aircraft at the scheduled time.

1. OPERATING COSTS
a. Members will be charged for flying time according to the aircraft hourly rates currently established by the Board.

a. On cross-country flights, only fuel, oil and routine service bills will be reimbursed upon presentation of receipts to the Treasurer.

1. AIRCRAFT OPERATING INSTRUCTIONS
a. Accidents:  In the event of an accident or incident causing damage to Club equipment, air or ground, and assuming the member is physically able, it will be his/her responsibility to notify the plane captain or appropriate individual and/or the FAA as required by the FARs.
a. A member shall be assessed a charge of $15 per hour not to exceed $150 for plane captain compensation for time spent arranging/conducting repairs on an aircraft damaged due to the fault of the member per Board approval.  The fee shall be billed and collected by the Club Treasurer then passed on to the plane captain.

a. Club “Squawk/Hobbs Book”:  Members shall record in and out Hobbs meter time, note malfunctions or defects and notify the airplane captain of any item that affects the operation of the equipment.

a. Hangaring:   It will be the member's responsibility to assure that Club aircraft will be securely tied down or hangared while the airplane is left unattended.

1. CHANGES and AMENDMENTS
a. Changes in, or amendments to, these Operating Regulations may be effected only by a sixty-six and two-thirds percent (66-2/3%) favorable vote of the Active or Associate membership present at a regular or special meeting of the Club.

a. Payment of monthly dues signifies knowledge of, and agreement to abide by the provisions of the Operating Regulations and amendments thereto.
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